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1. Use Less Fossil Fuels

Replace fossil fuel powered equipment

Decrease deliveries of materials, upcycle materials (concrete, bricks, wood, compostables, etc.) on-site
National Emissions from Lawn and Garden Equipment

Gas Powered Garden Equipment and the Environment

Lawn Care Is Going Electric
Your Yard Is a Stealthy Fossil Fuel Guzzler
Noisy Polluting Leaf Blowers Are Finally Going Electric

Lawn Maintenance and Climate Change
Sustainable Gardening with Urbanite
The Merits of Using Salvaged and Upcycled Materials in Your Landscape Projects

2. Use Less Fertilizer

Manufacture of synthetic fertilizer is very energy intensive
Nitrous oxide is the most potent greenhouse gas

Nitrogen and phosphorus runoff pollutes waterways

With healthy soil, most plants don’t need fertilizer

Save your ORGANIC fertilizer for your pots and vegetable garden
If you must fertilize your lawn, apply at ¥4 recommended rate
The World’s Forgotten Greenhouse Gas

Fertilizer Cause More Than 2% of Global Emissions

Sowing the Seeds for Healthy Waterways

Fertilize Less: Many Plants Can Do Without

Garden Fertilizer Basics

3. Build Healthy Soil

Healthy soils store an enormous amount of carbon

Development destroys soil

Compost restores soil biota, improves aeration, water holding capacity, drainage
Forking is less destructive than tilling or digging

Mulching is a low impact way to improve soil

Free mulch from Chip Drop

Peat alternatives; compost, Coco Coir, Pittmoss, potting mix recipes

Gardening, Healthy Soil, and Carbon Sequestration

Improve Soil Health for a Climate-Resilient Garden

Prevent Soil Damage During Construction Projects

Assessing and Addressing Soil Compaction in Your Yard



https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-09/documents/banks.pdf
https://cleanairyardcare.ca/environmental-facts/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-solutions/2021/06/30/electric-lawn-care/
https://www.audubon.org/news/your-yard-stealthy-fossil-fuel-guzzler-give-it-climate-makeover
https://www.seattletimes.com/business/noisy-polluting-leaf-blowers-are-finally-going-electric/
https://psci.princeton.edu/tips/2020/5/11/law-maintenance-and-climate-change
https://www.cooldavis.org/2019/10/25/the-merits-of-using-salvaged-and-upcycled-materials-in-your-landscape-projects/
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20210603-nitrous-oxide-the-worlds-forgotten-greenhouse-gas
https://phys.org/news/2022-09-fertilizers-global-emissions.html
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/gardenbasicnotes.pdf
https://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/home-and-garden/ct-sun-0705-garden-morton-20150625-story.html
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/garden-fertilizer-basics
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/garden-fertilizer-basics
https://www.ecolandscaping.org/01/developing-healthy-landscapes/climate-change/gardening-healthy-soil-carbon-sequestration/
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/improve-soil-health-climate-resilient-garden
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/content/prevent-soil-damage-during-construction-projects
https://njaes.rutgers.edu/fs1313/

Let It Rot: The Gardener’s Guide to Composting
Worms Eat My Garbage
Transitioning to a No-till Garden

Chip Drop
Serious About Climate Change? Get Serious About Peat

Harvesting Peat Contributes to Climate Change

Coconut Coir vs. Peat Moss

Pittmoss
Make Your Own Peat Free Potting Soil

No-Peat Potting Soil Options

4. Use Water Wisely

Climate forecasts predict wetter winters, drier summers, smaller snowpacks

Water use nearly doubles in summer due to landscape and garden use

Salmon are a keystone of the Pacific NW food chain, and they need cool, clean water
Chimichanga gardening; dividing your garden into hydration zones

Use drought tolerant natives, plants from other Mediterranean climates, plant in fall
Stormwater management begins at home

Rain Garden Handbook, 12,000 Rain Gardens

EPA Water-Sense Website

Climate Change Could Make WA Stream Too Hot for Fish

Help Save Salmon from the Dangers of Stormwater

Save Water With Hydrozone Gardening

Drought Tolerant Landscaping for Washington State

Incorporating Pacific NW Native Plants Into Your Drought Tolerate Landscapes
Great Plant Picks Drought Tolerant Plants
Xera Plants

https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/SPU/EnvironmentConservation/Landscaping/Smart
Watering.pdfSmart Watering Guide
A Gardener’ Guide to Protecting Water Quality

Stormwater Runoff Pollution and How to Reduce It

Puget Sound Starts Here
Rain Garden Handbook
12,000 Rain Gardens

5. Have Less Lawn

Lawns consume a lot of resources

We put lawns in some pretty crazy places

The “perfect lawn” is a futile, endless, uphill battle
Lawn Maintenance and Climate Change

Leaf Blowers, Lawn Mowers, and Fertilizers; How Lawns Contribute to Climate Change



https://www.powells.com/book/let-it-rot-the-gardeners-guide-to-composting-third-edition-9781580170239
https://www.powells.com/book/worms-eat-my-garbage-2nd-edition-how-to-set-up-9780977804511
https://www.tenthacrefarm.com/transitioning-to-a-no-till-garden/
https://getchipdrop.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/11/10/cop26-peat-carbon/
https://today.oregonstate.edu/news/harvesting-peat-moss-contributes-climate-change-oregon-state-scientist-says
https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/2080/2018/03/coconut-coir.pdf
https://pittmoss.com/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/product-guides/growing/best-peat-free-composts/#MAKEYOUROWNPEATFREE
https://hennepinmastergardeners.org/no-peat-potting-soil-options/
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/www3/watersense/outdoor/index.html
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/environment/climate-change-could-make-wa-streams-too-hot-for-fish-report-shows/
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/help-save-salmon-from-the-dangers-of-stormwater/
https://www.whidbeycd.org/uploads/1/1/6/8/11683986/drought_tolerant_landscaping_wsu_extension-min.pdf
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/techniques/incorporating-pacific-northwest-native-plants-your-water-wise-landscapes
https://www.greatplantpicks.org/search/results
https://xeraplants.com/
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/SPU/EnvironmentConservation/Landscaping/SmartWatering.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/SPU/EnvironmentConservation/Landscaping/SmartWatering.pdf
https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/a-gardeners-guide-to-protecting-water-quality
https://kingcounty.gov/services/environment/water-and-land/stormwater/introduction/stormwater-runoff.aspx
https://pugetsoundstartshere.org/
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/publications/1310027.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/publications/1310027.pdf
https://www.12000raingardens.org/
https://psci.princeton.edu/tips/2020/5/11/law-maintenance-and-climate-change
https://news.yahoo.com/leaf-blowers-lawn-mowers-and-fertilizer-how-lawns-contribute-to-climate-change-190726545.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAMYCNYlVfIWY97wjOBriMsEv0cxYB4ovhXIHaBMmQvVn99kGnevl9ALDGg

Your Perfect Lawn is Bad for the Environment; Here’s What to Do Instead

They Fought the Lawn and the Lawn’s Done

6. Plant More Plants

Trees are perfect carbon storage machines; reduce heat island effect; help manage stormwater

Health benefits of trees

Trees for Neighborhoods

Tree protection; summer watering, stop topping, be careful with string trimmers and mowers; tree rings
Hire only ISA certified arborists, Seattle’s new tree regulations, Plant Amnesty

“Contractor’s Blight”, protecting trees during construction, trenchless tunneling

Trees create habitat for humans and wildlife

Is Planting Trees the Best Solution for Climate Change?

Pining for Forest: The Health and Climate Benefits of Trees
6 Ways Trees Benefit All of Us
Forest Bathing: A Retreat to Nature Can Boost Immunity and Mood

Trees for Neighborhoods

Seattle’s Canopy Cover

International Society of Arborists

Plant Amnesty
Tree Protection on Construction and Development Sites

Protecting Trees During Construction

Understanding Seattle Tree Codes Webinar

7. Build Habitat

Insect populations are collapsing; The Windshield Phenomenon

Insects perform many functions essential for life

Just say no to insecticides; Plants are supposed to be eaten

Switch to insect-friendly security lighting

Lights out during migration

Lawns are wildlife deserts

No Mow May

Making your garden wildlife friendly: planting in layers, native plants support native wildlife
Remove bioinvasive exotic ornamentals, Noxious Weed Control Board

Wildlife Needs Wild Spaces; leave the leaves, leave plants standing in winter, chop and drop, brush piles,
snags

Just add water; ponds, bird baths, pollinator puddles

Keep kitty inside, Catios

The Collapse of Insects

Partners for Pollinators Living Landscape Series (scroll down for recorded seminars and links)
The Most Fascinating Birds will Be the First to Go Extinct

Five Ways to Increase Nesting Habitat for Bees

No Mow May



https://www.discovermagazine.com/environment/your-perfect-lawn-is-bad-for-the-environment-heres-what-to-do-instead
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/14/climate/native-plants-lawns-homeowners.html
https://standfortrees.org/blog/planting-trees-climate-change/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=planting%20trees%20climate%20change&utm_campaign=targeted-topics&gclid=CjwKCAiAvK2bBhB8EiwAZUbP1FpqevTBhA9I7c0SzqeZfaTMcAzNkm6NU-i4j9AqS7U_LZOCzp9KzBoCB
https://standfortrees.org/blog/planting-trees-climate-change/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=planting%20trees%20climate%20change&utm_campaign=targeted-topics&gclid=CjwKCAiAvK2bBhB8EiwAZUbP1FpqevTBhA9I7c0SzqeZfaTMcAzNkm6NU-i4j9AqS7U_LZOCzp9KzBoCB
https://www.wbur.org/radioboston/2021/09/08/pining-for-the-forest
https://www.nature.org/en-us/what-we-do/our-priorities/build-healthy-cities/cities-stories/benefits-of-trees-forests/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/07/17/536676954/forest-bathing-a-retreat-to-nature-can-boost-immunity-and-mood
https://www.seattle.gov/trees/planting-and-care/trees-for-neighborhoods
https://www.seattle.gov/trees/management/canopy-cover
https://www.isa-arbor.com/
https://www.plantamnesty.org/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em8994.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em8994.pdf
https://extension.colostate.edu/topic-areas/yard-garden/protecting-trees-during-construction-7-420/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSVq5--CDQ4
https://www.reuters.com/graphics/GLOBAL-ENVIRONMENT/INSECT-APOCALYPSE/egpbykdxjvq/
https://u.osu.edu/certify/living-landscape-speaker-series/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/21/science/birds-extinction-diversity.html?action=click&pgtype=Article&state=default&module=styln-birds&variant=show&region=MAIN_CONTENT_1&block=storyline_top_links_recirc
https://xerces.org/blog/5-ways-to-increase-nesting-habitat-for-bees
https://beecityusa.org/no-mow-may/

Falling a Little Bit in Love with the Dark

Landscaping for Wildlife in Layers

Why Native Plants Matter

For Wildlife and Humans, Native Plants are a Key to Climate Resistance

Pre-Settlement Forests Around Puget Sound; Eyewitness Evidence

Invasive Plants are Still Being Sold

Noxious Weed Board

Gardenwise
Leave the Leaves

Seasonal Tip: Leave Plants Standing

How to Chop and Drop More Effectively

Keeping Dead Wood and Creating Habitat Piles

How to Provide Water for Wildlife

The Impact of Free-Ranging Domestic Cats on Wildlife in the United States

The Killer at Home; House Cats Have More Impact on local Wildlife Than Wild Predators

Seattle Catio Tour

Russell Link, Landscaping for Wildlife

Doug Tallamy Hub

8. Grow Food

Climate Victory Gardens

Homegrown food needs no shipping or refrigeration

Winter is for vegetables!

Purple sprouting broccoli

Self-sown food: Kale, arugula, mustard, parsley, etc.

No-till fruit and veggies: Asparagus, berries, rhubarb, etc.
Edible hedges: Evergreen huckleberry, blueberries, espaliers
Growing Vegetables West of the Cascades

Territorial Seed Company

Maritime NW Garden Guide

Binda Colebrook, Winter Gardening in the Maritime NW
William Head, Gardening Under Cover

20 Perennial Vegetables to Plant Once for Years of Food

Robert Kourik, Designing and Maintaining Your Edible Landscape

How to Garden Through Climate Change (excellent interview about growing food in a changing climate)

9. Use Less Plastic

Microplastic and Nanoplastic

Welcome to the “Green Industry”

Recycling nursery pots; Some nurseries take them, as do some big box stores; accepted curbside in
some localities


https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/19/opinion/winter-solstice-dark-light.html
https://www.theconservationfoundation.org/landscaping-for-wildlife-in-layers/
https://www.audubon.org/content/why-native-plants-matter
https://xerces.org/blog/for-wildlife-and-humans-native-plants-are-key-to-climate-resilience
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/592733v5.full
https://pacifichorticulture.org/articles/invasive-plants-are-still-being-sold-preventing-noxious-weeds-in-your-landscape/
https://www.nwcb.wa.gov/
https://www.nwcb.wa.gov/gardenwise-online
https://xerces.org/blog/leave-the-leaves
https://citizensforconservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Leave-plants-standing.pdf
https://www.permaculturenews.org/2017/04/28/chop-drop-effectively/
https://www.nnrg.org/habitat-piles/
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-provide-water-wildlife
https://www.nature.com/articles/ncomms2380
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/18/820953617/the-killer-at-home-house-cats-have-more-impact-on-local-wildlife-than-wild-preda
https://catiospaces.com/catio-tour-seattle/
https://www.powells.com/book/landscaping-for-wildlife-in-the-pacific-northwest-9780295978208
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/tallamys-hub-1
https://www.powells.com/book/-9781570615344/7-11?gclid=Cj0KCQiA8aOeBhCWARIsANRFrQGx_eq8JrparR4vKjvL18i7TtgwYy1hSv37nyxRbx5X4id3RqhB9OUaAudsEALw_wcB
https://territorialseed.com/
https://tilthalliance.org/product/maritime-northwest-garden-guide-2/
https://www.powells.com/book/gardening-under-cover-a-northwest-guide-9780912365237
https://www.powells.com/book/gardening-under-cover-a-northwest-guide-9780912365237
https://www.smallfootprintfamily.com/20-perennial-vegetables
https://robertkourik.com/books/edible.html
https://civileats.com/2022/09/01/how-to-garden-through-climate-change/

Plastic pots alternatives

Plastic tag alternatives

Bioplastic weed barriers

Impact of Microplastics and Nanoplastics on Human Health

Why Horticulture Has a Plastics Conundrum
How Plastics Contribute to Climate Change
Alternatives to Petroleum Based Containers for the Nursery Industry

Tierra Garden Bamboo Pots

Coir Pots
Cow Pots

POSlIpots

10. Changing Our Attitudes

Changing attitudes burns more calories than shoveling

Almost all of these ideas involve less effort rather than more

Getting beyond pretty

You don’t have to sacrifice beauty to have a more climate friendly garden

More info and webinars on Climate Change and Gardening
Adapting Your Garden for Climate Change, Wes Miller, OSU
Climate Reality Project

How to Reduce your Carbon Footprint in the Garden

Gardening for Climate Change

Arbor Day Climate Change Site

Cornell’s Climate Change Demonstration Garden
Cornell’s Gardening in a Warming World (Check out the Course Book, lots of links in resource chapter!)

SPU’s Sustainable Landscaping Seminars

The Climate Friendly Gardener, Union of Concerned Scientists (lots of good resources in “Endnotes”)
MOBOT’s Sustainable Gardening site

Climate Friendly Gardening Tip Sheet from WSU

You Can Help the Planet. Start in Your Own Backyard



https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7920297/
https://www.greenhousegrower.com/technology/why-horticulture-has-a-plastic-conundrum/
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2019/08/how-plastics-contribute-to-climate-change/
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=B1407&title=alternatives-to-petroleum-based-containers-for-the-nursery-industry#History
https://www.amazon.com/TIERRA-GARDEN-HAXNICKS-Bamboo-5-Pack/dp/B07KWGN4LW
https://www.greenhousemegastore.com/products/round-coir-pots
https://cowpots.com/
https://posipot.co.uk/
https://media.oregonstate.edu/media/t/1_9uvspmw3
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/spring-action-6-tips-climate-smart-gardening
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/how-to-reduce-your-carbon-footprint-in-the-garden/
https://www.nwf.org/Our-Work/Environmental-Threats/Climate-Change/Greenhouse-Gases/Gardening-for-Climate-Change
https://www.arborday.org/trees/climatechange/
https://cornellbotanicgardens.org/explore/gardens/climate-change-demonstration-garden/
https://gardening.cals.cornell.edu/garden-guidance/gww/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLO5EstoEwik23YQBWTdEIqaBrmobDCsII
https://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep00057?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/your-garden/help-for-the-home-gardener/sustainable-gardening
https://extension.wsu.edu/king/tip-sheet-14-climate-friendly-gardening/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/interactive/2022/climate-change-backyard-gardening-permaculture-fall/?itid=hp_opinions

